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B E L F A S T   T I T A N I C  S O C I E T Y  
 

2  0  1  5  /  2  0  1  6    m  e  e  t  i  n  g  s  
 
All meetings (except where otherwise stated) will be held in Christchurch, RBAI 
 Belfast, at 7.30 pm- check our website for the most recent information www.belfast-titanic.com  
 
 
 
 SEPTEMBER 2015 – SAT 12th AND SUN 13th SEPT  
 
‘Heritage Open Days — Belfast Titanic Society @ Graymount 
House’...in association with Tracy Beare Vice Principal of Hazelwood 
Integrated School and Environment and Heritage Service – this will be a 
great family day out (Society Shop and mini talks). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 
(two talks are scheduled) 

  ‘Company Secretary 
— the power house of H&W’  
Rodney McCullough   

A fascinating insight into the inner 
workings of the Secretary and 
Secretary’s Office at H&W.   
Rodney is a former employee 
at H&W and was the last person to 
leave the Old Headquarters building 
when it closed in 1989 ! 
 

 
 Updating Titanic‘s Graphic Identity  
Uxía Doforno Vila  

A short talk looking into Titanic and White Star design 
elements, but with a modern twist !  

Uxía’s brief, while completing a Master’s course at the 
Vigo University in Northern Spain,  

was to update Titanic’s elegant designs. 
This is a chance to re-imagine 

some of Titanic’s wonderful design iconography. 
 

  
 

 
 MONDAY 12th OCTOBER  

‘The missing piece – a tale of two ships’  
Christopher Kenny 

This talk will explore the connections between two very different ships 
both built on Belfast Lough: RMS Titanic and the merchant sailing ship 

Result. The talk will cover the Result's 120 
year history from carrying cargo to being a 
film star, to fighting U-boats in WWI, to the 

campaign to have her restored and displayed 
in Titanic Quarter. At end of the talk the 

audience will find out 'what is the missing 
piece? 

. 
Christopher Kenny runs the 'Result Appreciation Society'. 
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 SATURDAY 17th OCTOBER 
 
‘The Titanic graves of Belfast City Cemetery’ 
...another chance to focus on those connected 
to the Titanic and maritime stories of Belfast.   
The Tour lasts 1.5 hours. Meet at 10am sharp 
at the Offices at the Cemetery front entrance. 
Bring suitable clothing/footwear.   
An umbrella might also come in handy!  
 

 
 MONDAY 9th NOVEMBER  

 
 ‘City of the Dead – Halifax and the Titanic Disaster’  

Film screening by kind permission of Titanic Society of Atlantic Canada 
...this is a European Public Premier screening 

Co producers David Leblanc and Darryl Walsh 
 
This documentary tells the story of Halifax’s role in the aftermath of the 
Titanic Disaster. The world premiere took place on April 13, 2013 at the 
Maritime Museum of the Atlantic, Halifax. In lieu of screening costs the 
Society will make a donation to the Halifax Mount Olivet Cemetery 
Restoration and Maintenance Project where 19 of Titanic’s dead are 
buried. Each of the graves there is marked by a small black granite 
headstone paid for by White Star Line.  Five of the graves contain the 
remains of unidentified bodies. The DVD will be available to purchase. 

 
  ‘White Star’s Runic and the Halifax 
Explosion’ 
Aidan McMichael 

...telling the story of the devastating explosion of 
6 December 1917 which killed over 1,500 people 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

 MONDAY 14th DECEMBER  
 

A Christmas performance 
at Christchurch by CLARE CHORALE 

Chairman, Alan Strong 
 
Bring friends and family to hear 
this mixed voice choir whose 
repertoire covers a wide range 
of music from sacred, to folk 
and popular music. 

 
 

 
 
 

• www.facebook.com/TheClareChorale 
• www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02spjgs  

There will also be a ‘Titanic Shop’ for those essential Christmas gifts and 
our refreshments will have the usual excellent ‘Christmas Fare’. 

 
 MONDAY 11th JANUARY  
 The ‘Wee Yard’  
— forgotten Belfast Shipyard 
Maureen McKinney   
Aside from shipping enthusiasts not many people are aware that Belfast 

had another major shipbuilder from 1880-1935. Workman Clark was 
affectionately named 'the 'wee yard' and Maureen's talk will 

outline its history, the connections to Harland & Wolff, as well as how her 
own interest was sparked on learning that her grandfather undertook his 
apprenticeship there. Her talk will also include details of only two known 

surviving vessels, the 'Polly Woodside' (Melbourne, Australia) and a 
WWI vessel, 'Monitor M33', currently being restored in Portsmouth's 

historic dockyard. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Clare Chorale 

 

http://www.facebook.com/TheClareChorale
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02spjgs
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 ‘Destination – Titanic Quarter’  
Maeve Curran, Destination manager, 
Titanic Foundation 
An over view of the role of Titanic Quarter’s 
destination manager who works with key stakeholders/ attractions/ businesses in the 
Quarter to create synergies, animate the area as a destination and inspire locals and 
tourists to engage with and visit Titanic Quarter. 

 

SATURDAY 6th FEBRUARY   
 

‘The French on Board Titanic’  
Francois Codet,  

President of the French Titanic Association 
(This replaces the usual Monday meeting on 8th February) 

 
VENUE TO BE CONFIRMED 

 
A chance to ‘meet’ the key French characters who travelled on  

SS Nomadic...that short journey at Cherbourg 
...before boarding RMS Titanic. 

François Codet was born in a village near 
Nantes in France where half the local men 
used to go to sea (mostly in the Merchant 
Service) or work in the local shipyards. 
Both François’ grandfathers were 
merchant sea captains and his father 
served 42 years as a merchant Navy 
officer, including three years on the giant 
liner Normandie. François joined the Navy 
in 1968 as a Cadet Officer and became an 
antisubmarine warfare specialist in 1975, 
serving on seven different vessels, 
destroyers, frigates or mine warfare units, 
including two commands. Retiring from the Navy as Captain in 1996 François 
joined the Association Française du Titanic (AFT) in 2006 and became its 
President  in 2010. He has published three books (in French): Les Français du 
Titanic (as co-author, with three other AFT members, 2010)  Grand dictionnaire 
des Transatlantiques (2011) and Dictionnaire du Titanic (2012).  

 MONDAY 14th MARCH  
 

‘W.J. Pirrie’s Whitley Wonderland’ Sandra Gilpin 
 

In 1909, Lord Pirrie bought Witley Park, formerly the residence of 
Whitaker Wright.  The 

mansion (which burned 
down in the 1950s) had 32 

bedrooms and was 
surrounded by artificial 
lakes and landscaped 

grounds.  In one lake the 
former owner Whitaker 

Wright had built an 
underwater glass roofed 

billiard room which 
apparently still exists. 

 
 
 SATURDAY 2nd APRIL  
 
‘Events to mark the 104th anniversary of Titanic’s Launch’  
 
 Screening of Titanic (1943 German propaganda film) — 2pm 
In association with the Strand Arts Centre, Holywood Road, Belfast  
 
We are delight to be working with the 
Strand Arts Centre to bring this 
unique film experience and speaker 
to our members. Prior to the 
screening there will be a formal 
introduction to the cinematic aspects 
of the film.  We will also welcome, 
after the film, Malte Fiebing, who will 
make a special presentation – he is 
the world expert on the history of the film, writer of the authorative book 
on the subject and renowned Titanic Historian.  He is Chair of the 

 
 

 

SS Nomadic in Cherbourg 

 Witley Park – Pirrie’s English mansion 
- formerly known as Lea Park 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witley_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitaker_Wright
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German Titanic Society and is currently curating the 
German Titanic Exhibition being staged at the Speyer 
Museum. 
 
...the film was commissioned by Nazi Propaganda 
Minister Joseph Goebbels and enjoyed a 
brief run in German occupied Europe 
starting in Nov 1943 — but not in 
Germany proper. Goebbels feared a wide 
screening would weaken German morale. 
Goebbels later banned it completely. 

 
 
 
 

   ‘Annual Society dinner’ — 7pm 
 
We are delighted to announce that this year, for the first time, we will 
stage our Society Dinner Dance at Belfast Castle, once home to 
Belfast’s Chichester/Shaftsbury family. The event is being organised by 
Society Events Manager Tracy Beare. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B E L F A S T   C A S T L E 
n 1862, the 3rd Marquis of Donegall, a descendant of 

the Chichester family, built a new castle within his 
deer park, on the side of Cave Hill. It was the fourth 

location in Belfast where the dynasty had built a castle/house. Designed 
by architect John Lanyon in the popular Scottish baronial style it was 

finished in 1870 and cost c£11,000. When 
the Marquis died in 1884, the Castle and 

its estate passed to Lord Ashley, the 
seventh Earl of Shaftesbury. The family 
are remembered in Belfast street names, 

such as Donegall Place, Donegall 
Square, Donegall Road and Shaftesbury 
Square. The exterior staircase was not 
part of the original castle plans. It was 

added in 1894 by the ninth Earl of 
Shaftesbury as a present to his mother. The castle remained with the 

family for many years, before they eventually presented it and the 
surrounding estate to the City of Belfast in 1934. 

 
Please note numbers will be strictly limited and tickets will be sold on a 
first come first served basis.  All members may invite family and friends. 
Ticket costs will be announced on our website in 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Belfast Castle 

 
 

 
Grand Staircase - scene 
from the 1943 Titanic film 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Goebbels
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 FRIDAY 15th APRIL 
 

‘Event to mark the 104th anniversary of the loss of Titanic’ 
in association with Belfast City Council  

 
Attended by family members of those lost on Titanic, Belfast’s Lord 
Mayor as well as Society members this is an opportunity to take time out 
to reflect, together with other Belfast 
citizens, and visitors to the city. The 
event takes place at the Titanic 
Memorial Gardens, Belfast City Hall 
and is open to the public. All welcome 
Please look for updates 
on www.belfast-titanic.com  

 
 
 

 SATURDAY 30th APRIL 
 
‘Comber walking tour’  
The walk led by Sandra Gilpin (with input by other 
Comber historians) will include the Cricket Club, 
Andrews Memorial Hall and Comber Non-Subscribing 
Presbyterian 
church (stained 
glass window) – 
feel free to invite 
family and friends. 
More details about the 
event will be 
published online at 
www.belfast-
titanic.com. Numbers will be strictly limited so booking will be essential. 

 MONDAY 9th MAY 
 

 Society Annual General Meeting (and closing lecture) 
 
All members are encouraged to attend  
– come and support elections and annual reports by the 
President and Chairman.     
 
 
 

 ‘The sinking of HMS Hampshire on 28 / 29th May 1916’  
Allison Murphy 

 

HMS Hampshire was one of six Devonshire-class armoured cruisers 
built for the Royal Navy in the first decade of the 20th century. The ship 
hunted for German commerce raiders until she was transferred to the 
Grand Fleet at the end of 1914. She was transferred to the 2nd Cruiser 
Squadron in 1916 and was present at the Battle of Jutland. Several days 
later she was sailing to Russia, carrying the Secretary of State for War, 
Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, when she is believed to have struck a 
mine laid by a German submarine (U-75).  

HMS Hampshire sank with heavy loss of life, including Kitchener and his 
staff. Rumours later circulated of German spies and sabotage being 
involved in the sinking.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

HMS Hampshire 

 Andrews Memorial Hall, Comber 

 
 

 
The Belfast list at Belfast Titanic 

memorial gardens 

 
 

 
 

http://www.belfast-titanic.com/
http://www.belfast-titanic.com/
http://www.belfast-titanic.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devonshire-class_cruiser_(1903)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armoured_cruiser
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Fleet
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=2nd_Cruiser_Squadron_(United_Kingdom)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=2nd_Cruiser_Squadron_(United_Kingdom)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Jutland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secretary_of_State_for_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_Marshal_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Kitchener,_1st_Earl_Kitchener
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
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 May/June 2016 (TO BE CONFIMRED) 
 
PARIS TITANIC 
A joint meeting with Association 
Francaise du Titanic in Paris at 
the Centre Culturel Irlandais.  
 
The event will celebrate aspects of the Titanic 
story with talks delivered by both the French and 
Belfast Societies – full details to be announced. 
 
 
 FRIDAY 10th JUNE 2016 

Cricket match & BBQ supper at Comber  
(in association with North Down Cricket Club)  
 
– (note the change of day NOT a Monday as in 
previous years) please come and support the Society 
and North Down Cricket Club in this historic location 
with its close Andrews family connections and enjoy a 

summer’s evening BBQ – a great start to the weekend! 
 
 

Tommie  — Thomas Andrews Jnr the cricketer ! 

Young Tommie went straight into an apprenticeship at Harland & Wolff 
shipyard after he left "Inst" (RBAI) in 1889. He moved to live in Belfast 
during the week but despite the long working hours he loved nothing better 

than his weekend soirees home to Ardara and playing at the Green. But despite 
his natural sporting prowess, work always took precedence and his progress 
through the various design sections at the shipyard meant less and less time for 
cricket. As he moved steadily through the ranks in the company he found it 
increasingly more difficult to attend committee meetings of both club and Union 
but amazingly, he still took an active role right up to 1908 when he was a Vice 
President of the NCU and chaired a number of meetings. Due to pressure of 
business he declined the NCU Presidency on several occasions. His boundless 
energy and his insatiable appetite for work elevated him to Head of Design in 
1905 and eventually to Managing Director in 1907, much to the delight of his 
adoring Uncle. At the time Harland and Wolff was at the peak of its prosperity, 
the most prolific shipbuilders in the world, and sending ships all over the globe 
to a bevy of satisfied customers. 

 
 
 
Source : 
www.northdowncricketclub.co.uk/pages/15/the-andrews-family 

“ 
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