
Review of Willian MacQuitry's book

In rhe prehce. Anhu c c|fl. frolides
r hDi1.r.us ,triF for mr oLd lirnd Bill
\lxcQuilty . \\ho. as a bor'. wnicscd
rhe launch ol R \l S lnanic. and. io y
i\c l.is Lil.r. sa.k her lir rh. sccoDd

t dusualli. for $al liore. the lih. was
made in bLaclt add \finc. John Dlvis.
Ranks  Danae i rg  dne l lo r . , tu .n ioDcd

+ll iUacQuiny lbt rhe
inspir.lion rvhich ,l ,\ignl ,, ,4r .r,b.r
lovlded lor hn orr produclion lnd
rccognnes dre impacr nhi.h lh. c.rlier
liln had on nodem cllture

Il h clear fton the book dat Bill
NlacQunry has a lerl parlicllar inleresl
in [h $rb]ecr rhal soes bey.dd hs rolc
ol a !er! trolissional nh producer
Thar h doubtless due 1! rhe fad rhal Bill
rs !n Ulslemln $ho spent his eanl
yeas h Bclfasr RheF the srealshlp Nas
buih. fle rus. horever, a Baneor boy
and lircd for a period in 69 P'incelo{n
Road Bill \rLl Emembers pl,ying
foorball lbr Brngor aCanN Donrshadee
and havnre s$inDrins rres icro$ drc
b.r. In lhe bool hc d.fuibes how, rs a

TTTANIC MEMORIES

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
Reriesed by Coun.illoi \,ls i\,hLion Snilh

Noth Do\nBorough Cou..il

Despre the undoubred sD.ces ot JxDlcs
cincro. s clic film 'rrdr.". nanr'$ill
reSard rhe earlier 1950s bla.k dd uhitc
masclpiec. ",,1 r\'/arl /, le,,e,,bsr" is

lerl Ioun! bo). he nas pre\em al rhc
Lrlnd.a lnani. and a lcar laterjoined
lhe cLo{ds rvho sa$ her sxiling do$_n
tsclfa$ Loueh on her $!y lo



Md white filn md not

nNed b! ke re udnst ofke ,tud sd*

Tne dswer was simple bur lbnhiCht.
Bill's aryument besanr "To stan with. it
ws e ag€ of atrogance. sraFrooo
pdsenseE. to esrablish then s€alrl paid
f875 for the nve-day ftossing,
Soulhanpton to New Yo& Steerage
pa$engeB paid Ir2. In Belfst rhc
nmes on the Tnanic Menorill de in
oder of importance, while lbose on the
ncdby I9l4 18 Wd menonll ae in
alphabedcal oder. This will be $e nle
story oflhe sinling. Previous nlms have
only used the dhaster as a vehicle for
stals. or, s in the Gcrhan lersion. for
popaglnd( In thh film lhe ship will be
the star. The ftagedy nas nore humm
ehotion lhan sld acto^ could eler
produce. TheE were 1503 people who
died,705 were saved. \vhal bener reason

Ro! Baker who had a ereat sense of
period dnecbd the ilm. fte s(iptwiirer
M Eric Anbler. whose skills weie
accllifred in lhe filn vesion of
Nichold Monsmafs i'rd a7,e/ Sca.
Equipped with $e lyn.h Fins MlcQuitty
descibes hos he sel abour casting rhe
filh. There were ,19 spealing Fns plus
lhe hudrcds of extras. llis enphasis

was !o cboose aclos who could
ieprese real people. Kemelh Moore as
Second Offcer Cndles Herb€n
Lightholler ms undoubtedly a star, but
eren he had to dcfer to the lacr tbar lhe
real ste was the ship heselt What
MacQuitly ended up pith was a casr of
acto6 wilh ! wide mnse of abilities.
especially in cbaBcter rcles
In his book he covers in a nostsensnire
manner hos hc dean wnh rhe problem
of prcseming a film aboul such a
tagedy ln his words he wisbcd to.
'present lhe facls accuialely ,
Once $e cal was in place the film
Iocalion shqls weE key aspects ol lhe
filb. MacQuitty srds that the tanv6
we were working to for our slory was
vast and delicalely woven". Notbihg, n
appears, was tbrgoltenj even lhe davils
had ro be lhe sme as the Tta,tct
In lhe chapter lfuln r, /,1/, the authoi
desciibes his neeting with seveml oftbe
sunivos fion rhe ill-fated Titanic. Each
meetingis asnallslory in i$ell To give
but one exanple h€ relh of Edith
Ru$ell. rhc yoDne woman rvho owned
rvhat she consideEd to be hersood luck

Ednh used il in $e lif€b.at to kccp thc
childEn anused. Durins tbe making ol
dlhe rlln ,4 ^Iigr/ ta Renletnbu, she


